
Cedars Academy Trust 

Offer 

2021-2022 
Cedars Academy Trust 

Ivy Lane 

Low Fell 

Gateshead 

NE9 6QD 

Phone: 0191 487 4595 

E-mail: enquiries@cedarstrust.org.uk 

 

Staff and Student Ratio 

At our Ivy Lane site, we have 162 children within 16 teaching 
groups and at Cedars College there are 62 students across 11 
teaching rooms. 

In most groups at Ivy Lane each class will have an average of 
11 students with one teacher and 2 teaching assistants. 

Our most complex classes will have 3 teaching assistants. 

At College an average group will consist of 10 students with a 
Teacher and teaching assistant, however, more complex 
groups will have additional support. 

 
 
Therapeutic Approaches 
 
We offer a holistic curriculum,  delivered in classrooms, in the 
community, our outdoor environment and in our Therapy 
Centre. The centre provides facilities to enable us to support 
pupils who have specific difficulties around communication, 
emotional regulation, emotional well-being, physical strength, 
stamina and flexibility and sensory integration. These are 
common barriers to learning for pupils at Cedars School, so 
our range of therapies and therapeutic experiences that are 
fully integrated into each child’s daily curriculum offer.  
At Cedars Academy we see it as our role to support 
development in these areas as a core part of a child’s 
experience with us and not a ‘bolt-on’ added extra. 

The list below shows the range of approaches, 
interventions and therapies used to ensure curriculum 
access and engagement for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Visual Timetables / Now and Next approach 

• Using Ipads/Curriculum Apps 

• Reading Intervention Groups 

• Talk Boost 

• Early number intervention 

• Makaton 

• Attention Autism 

• Intensive Interaction 

• TEACCH 

• Tacpac 

• Rebound Therapy 

• Sensory Occupational Therapy 

• Physio Therapy / MOVE programme 

• Swimming 

• Outdoor Learning 

• Play based Interventions 

• Massage in Schools Programme 

• THRIVE – 1:1 and small group/class delivery 

• Sensory Stories 

• Multi-Sensory Approaches in class 

• Sensory Integration Studio and Sensory Room 

• Soft Play 

• Immersive Environment 

• Pets as Therapy 
 
 Find out more at: www.cedarstrust.org.uk 

 

Academy Services 
 
Our Academy Services Team are there to support children and 
their families whilst they are with us at Cedars. 
 
They provide support to students who may be facing barriers 
to accessing the curriculum because of acute social, 
emotional, mental health difficulties.  They coordinate a wide 
range of therapeutic programmes within school and work 
closely with our multi-agency partners to ensure there is a 
holistic, joined-up approach for each child experiencing 
difficulties. 
 
They also coordinate all of our additional services such as our 
extensive after-school and holiday club offer. 



tional vulnerability. 

Stages 4 

and 5 (Years 10-13). 

Primary Need (Banding): 
 

• 44% ASD (1% AS1: 12.5% AS2; 23.5%AS3; 

7%A4) 

• 44% Cognition & Learning (1%D1; 8%D2; 

27%D3; 8%D4) 

• 12% Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

(1.5% B1: 4%B2; 6%B3; 0.5%B4)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Curriculum Pathways 

In order to provide students at Cedars with experiences that are relevant, interesting and challenging, and to 

identify opportunities for progression Cedars School has a curriculum structure that encompasses 4 broad 

pathways: in addition to the EYFS curriculum for our Reception-aged children.  These pathways are broadly based 

on the student’s prior attainment, learning strengths and, as they progress to Key Stage 3, their eventual long-

term aspirations. 

These pathways offer a means of making distinctions between not only groups of learners but also the degree of 

curriculum formalisation they will experience in either building the prerequisites for (semi-formal), or working 

within, a more formal curriculum approach. Each pathway embraces their own pedagogy, classroom resources, 

environment, sequence and structure of the curriculum in addition to different levels of support.  It also provides 

them with the necessary skills, experiences and accreditation for their next steps beyond Cedars. 

Students are able to move flexibly from one pathway to the next at any point during their school career. 

Curriculum Pathway Semi-Formal  Semi-Formal + Formal Formal + 

Prior Attainment Working at Pre-Key 

Stage 1 standards – 

non subject specific 

Working at Pre-Key 

Stage 1 standards – 

becoming more sub-

ject specific 

Working at Key 

Stage 1 standards 

or higher – subject 

specific 

Working at chron-

ological age (Key 

Stage 3+) 

Link To College 
Learning Pathways  

Routes to Employ-

ment Pathway 1 
Routes to Employment 

Pathway 1 
Routes to Employ-

ment Pathway 2 
Routes to Employ-

ment Pathway 3 

Aspiration from KS3 

onwards 
Independent support-
ed living,  
supported employ-
ment or internship 
Volunteering oppor-
tunities 
Own business 

Independent supported 
living,  
supported employment 
or internship 
Volunteering opportuni-
ties 
Own business 

Independent Living 
Apprenticeships 
FE study 
Paid employment 
Supported internship 
Own business 

Independent Living 
Apprenticeships 
HE Study 
FE study 
Paid employment 
Supported intern-
ship 
Own business 

Groups Defined by 

implementation, 

pedagogy, re-

sources, structure, 

sequence and as-

sessment. 

Complex cognitive 

needs (SLD), medical 

needs and Complex 

ASC 

Some SEMH barriers 

to learning 

Complex cognitive 

needs (SLD) and Com-

plex ASC 

Some SEMH barriers to 

learning 

Cognitive Delay and/

or difficulties (MLD) 

ASC and other neu-

rodiverse conditions 

Some SEMH barriers 

to learning 

ASC and other 

neurodiverse con-

ditions 

Mostly SEMH bar-

riers to learning 

(Anxiety, school 

phobia) 


