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Fit For Life

What a brilliant term we have had in Mouse Class. This half term our theme has been 
‘Going Shopping’ and we have loved turning our role play area into our own class shop. 
We took turns at being the shop keeper and the customers to the shop, having fun lots of 
fun buying different fruits and vegetables. We learned about buying items using money, 
looking at different coins.

We shared the stories ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ and ‘Handa’s Surprise’. While sharing the  
stories we learned about different fruits and vegetables, some of which we had never 
tried before. We did lots of tasting and exploring of the fruit and vegetables and  
discovered which ones we like – pineapple was a favourite, but we weren’t so keen on  
avocado! We enjoyed using the vegetables to print different patterns with paint and  
developed our fine motor skills by using cutlery to cut the vegetables to make our  
own ‘soup’.

Towards the end of this term, we have been joining in with lots of Christmas activities. 
We helped decorate our class Christmas tree as well as painting our windows, just like 
Fenwicks Christmas window. We have been making lots of Christmas crafts to share with 
you at home and learned some Christmas songs, singing and using signing too! 

We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas!

Bat Class have really enjoyed this half term. We have explored so many books together  
including ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘The Hungry Caterpillar. The children have tasted,  
smelled and chopped lots of different fruit. We have had a role play shopping area, playing 
with money and taking on the role of shopkeeper and customer. We loved that the snow 
came just as we began to discover winter and investigate ice. The children have embraced 
the beginning of Christmas too, making decorations, decorating the tree and singing 
Christmas songs.
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This half term Hedgehog Class topic has been ‘Shopping’. The children have loved  
listening to the stories we have used to guide our theme, including ’Oliver’s  
Vegetables’. ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’, ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘Dear Santa’. The 
children have enjoyed learning all about new fruits and especially enjoyed making 
their fruit kebabs and tasting exotic fruits from the fruit basket. They have been  
playing matching games, fruit scavenger hunts and bingo. The children have  
been taking part in singing and signing our favourite Makaton songs.

The children enjoyed role playing in our shop, playing the role of the shop keeper and 
the customer. At the beginning of December this was changed to Santa’s workshop 
with the help and guidance of the children. The children have loved finding objects 
and wrapping them up for their peers under the watchful 
eye of our elves in class. We have been graced with 2 elves 
this year from Santa.

We’ve been very creative, making their models using  
different textures and materials, painting some marvellous 
pictures including fruit baskets, Christmas decorations, 
decorating the class windows putting a snowman and  
reindeer with lots of snowflakes and decorating our class 
tree. The children have been spreading lots of different  
toppings on different foods, the children especially loved 
making the reindeer biscuits.

The children have had lots of fun exploring in the  
Sensory Room, listening to songs and watching bubbles, 
soft play and a range of interactive activities in the  
Immersion Room in our new Therapy Centre.
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We have had a very busy half term in Squirrel Class completing lots of work based around our topic of 
shopping. We have also had our first swimming sessions as well as continuing to take part in cookery,
soft play and Immersion Room sessions. This half term has also seen us start to take part in the daily 
mile each morning, we were even joined by the squirrel who came out to cheer us on!

To bring the term and year to an end we had a special little visitor into the class, Micky Mango  
Max Mix McGee our class elf! The names were chosen from a selection of pupils' suggestions by  
the elf himself. He is a good elf and brings us lots of tasks to complete. These have included  
making gingerbread men and his favourite snack rocky road, turning ourselves into elves, making 
name snowman for our window display, making a placemat for Christmas dinner, designing a new 
Christmas jumper for him to wear and even having our own squirrel café! We look forward to seeing 
what he wants us do next!



Otter Class have thoroughly 
enjoyed our topic theme 
this half term - 'Chocolate' - 
We've been excited to receive 
letters from Willy Wonka 
telling us about his amazing 
chocolate factory. He has 
sent us different types of 
delicious chocolate to taste 
and we’ve designed and 
made our own fantastic 

chocolate treats. We've found out about the children who 
visited Willy Wonka's chocolate factory and his helpers the 
Oompa Loompas. 

We loved making edible chocolate play dough where we 
were finding out where chocolate comes from. We used 
the play dough to make coco pods and coco beans and 
chocolate bars. We liked tasting it too! Chocolate has been 
everywhere! We've made chocolate milkshake, chocolate 
cakes, hot chocolate and chocolate sweets for the  
Christmas Fair. We've managed to balance all this  
'unhealthiness' by learning about different healthy foods 
and why we eat them and the need of a balanced diet. 

We've had our swimming lessons this half term which 
have been great fun. We've all been trying our best in our  
swimming lessons and impressed our teachers each week. 

We've helped our feathered friends by making some bird 
feeders which we put up just outside the classroom.  
We've been enjoying seeing which birds visit! 

We also immaculately observed for two-minutes silence  
for Remembrance Day, having made our own class  
wreath to lay at the service. 

We supported Children in Need and enjoyed 'dress 
down' Friday. We are now enjoying making Christmas  
decorations and cards and learning Makaton Christmas 
songs.

We have all enjoyed our termly topic of chocolate! We have learnt about 
how chocolate is made and identified the different parts of the plant 
the coco beans grow on. We have explored the many different jobs the  
process from beans to bar entails. We compared the sugar content of 
chocolate bars and tested the bars materials for chocolate wrappers. 
We then looked at wrapper designs and identified the different things 
we noticed, using these to make collages and design our favourite. We 
have of course, enjoyed tasting and describing different chocolates and  
chocolate wrappers and made our own chocolate bars as a class.  
It was so yummy! We got to eat it as we listened to our home time story 
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
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This half term in Badger Class, we have been looking at money as part of our 
Preparation for Adulthood curriculum. We have discussed the differences  
between things we need and things that we want and we also talked to our  
grown ups at home about jobs we could do at home to make money for ourselves. 
In class, we have discussed what Enterprise is and have been very excited to plan 
our project, a Christmas Market which we will hold during the last week of term.

We have chosen products to make and researched resources and prices as well as thinking about how  
we can up cycle things we have at home to sell. We have written to local shops and businesses to ask for 
donations and have a range of wonderful things we are planning to sell. Any profits we make from our  
Enterprise are going back into the local community as we are planning to buy food which we can donate to 
local food banks to help those who need it. 

We have been working very hard in planning our market and hope that it will be a great success! Following 
our letters to local shops, the Co-Op and Herons in Low Fell have donated a lot of resources towards our 
Christmas Market. Both stores have been so generous! Well Done to Badger students for writing such per-
suasive letters.

 

Fox Class have been working on a really  
exciting project this term. We've been delving in 
to world of chocolate. In science we've looked 
and how chocolate can be both a 'solid' and a 
'liquid' and we've explored this by creating our 
own 'chocolate stirrers'. We melted chocolate 
on lolly sticks and then let it harden in the fridge, 
we then stirred them into hot milk creating our 
own hot chocolate, Delicious!! We designed 
the wrappers first, then we decided which  
ingredients to use, finally we used a chocolate 
mould to set our chocolate bars. Just like Willy 
Wonka! 

Have a very Merry Christmas from all of us in 
Fox Class. Happy Holidays!!
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Goldfinch Class have had another great half term! 
The children have enjoyed our new topic 'Fantastic 
Fairtrade' and listened excellently to our class  
story 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory'. They  
created their own chocolate bars, advertised this 
to the class and wrote a diary entry from Charlie  
Bucket including many of the key features  
discussed. We loved getting out and about in 
the community, visiting the Team Valley to look  
Fairtrade products and advertisements whilst  
focusing on the importance of crossing the road 
safely with adult supervision. 

Over the past 2 weeks the children have loved  
getting creative during Creative Arts sessions. They 
decorated the class, painted a Christmas scene on 
window, made baubles, began practicing for our 
class Christmas production as well as many other 
Christmas themed activities.

In Robin Class this term we have been learning all about Fairtrade and why it 
is important. We found out which products are Fairtrade and how we can tell. 
We discovered the dangerous and poor working conditions for families in tropical 
countries such as Ghana and Costa Rica. It inspired us to create some Fairtrade 
art and also to cook some recipes using fair trade products. Our children have  
enjoyed thinking about other cultures, either from the past, or different  
continents. To find out more about what it might feel like to be a worker within 
a Fairtrade production team, we divided our class into teams and everyone had 
their own job. The final product was to make and sell t-shirts. At the end we 
counted the profits we made and paid each person according to the job they did. 
We are proud to say ALL of our children chose to pay their workers FAIRLY. 

          Well Done Robin Class!
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It can be hard to think of just one or two highlights in a fantastic term like 
this one! We are so proud of the way Starling Class have built friendships and 
worked hard. 

One memorable day we enjoyed was a trip to Durham Cathedral! We've been 
reading Wonder, a story all about a boy who overcomes his problems and 
dreams of being an astronaut on the moon! The Museum of the Moon was a 
real wonder to see, and we enjoyed finally getting out of school to explore! 

Other highlights have included our Road Safety lessons, baking banana bread 
and making a laser maze in Science. 

Happy Christmas Everyone!!

We have had a busy second half term with our  
topic being 'fantastic fairtrade' and finding 
out where in the world different foods come  
from. They are  continually improving their 
knowledge of countries and  locating them on  
a map. Learning about the journey of the  
banana and coffee bean interested them as  
they couldn't believe ingredients are bought 
from around the world and not grown and  
manufactured in this country. 

We continue to use the Immersion Room to set 
the scene for the different stories we have been 
reading in English together with playing a range 
of winter games. Every Wednesday the boys 
look forward to using the soft play where they 
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Kingfisher Class has been very busy planting  
some new trees that we were kindly donated  
to us from the Forestry Commission and The  
Woodland Trust. We have different types that 
include, Rowan, Crab Apple, Elder, Dog Rose, 
Blackthorn and Hazel. 

We really enjoyed being outdoors measuring  
out where is best for each tree to go and then 
planting them. 

We have taken photos of us stood next to them 
from when we have planted them and can't  
wait to come back on the last day of the school 
year to compare and see how much they, and us,  
have grown.

Over the last half term in Raven Class, we have discovered what talented artists we have!! Our students have 
created some fantastic pieces of artwork. We have explored different types of art from Andy Warhol, to Van 
Gogh, we have painted, used pastels and drawn some amazing pop art. 

For Remembrance Day we made shadow paintings. We made sure to include a pretty sunset and poppy field. 
We also made sure to commemorate the animals who lost their lives at war and not just the soldiers. We 
were so proud of our artwork, especially when it made it onto the schools Facebook page. Mr. Neale came to 
give us a special plaque to say thank you for our paintings! We have it on display in our classroom. On the run 
up to Christmas, we have very much enjoyed making our Christmas window display. We made a collaborative 
story to go along side our window painting, that tells viewers what it is about. It is called 'A Christmas Home 
Tonight'. Have a peek at the pictures for clues!
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Eagle Class have had an excellent half term!  
They have been reading the book 'The Explorer'  
by Katherine Rundell. In the book, children are  
left stranded in the Amazon rainforest. We have 
been using the Immersion Room to experience 
what the rainforest looks like, as well as gain  
understanding of all the different hurdles 
the children In the book face. We have been  
travelling on an aeroplane, riding a raft,  
discovering habitats and observing various  
animals you may come across in the Amazon. 
This has been really enjoyable and a great way 
for the Eagles to explore and experience what the 
children in the book experienced. 

Eagle Class have really got stuck into their  
independence building this term. They have been 
preparing and cooking some wonderful food  
dishes ranging from pizza wraps to lemon 
cheesecake. They have learning all about healthy 
living, how to maintain healthy lifestyles and 
look after themselves in the best way possible.  
The Eagles have been very lucky this term,  
as they have been able to go out and visit their 
local community, where they have safety explored 
the area, and have been able to recognise the  
importance of different services available to 
them. This has been a valuable part of learning, 
as the Eagles begin to show their knowledge on 
how to be more independent and how to access 
services in the future.
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This half term Owl Class have been really busy; we have been 
learning all about Fairtrade; and have really enjoyed learning 
about the coco and coffee farmers in Africa. 

We have loved investigating our community, we went to Seaham 
to collect pebbles for Christmas decorations, we have visited 
Watergate Park and Thornley Woods too. This has helped  
support our work around positive mental health and empathy. 

Zak and Lee also did a fantastic job of interviewing new staff 
with the help of some others from Student Council. 



School Student Council have been fantastic this 
term! Student reps have met every two weeks 
and have been voicing their ideas, discussing 
them in the meetings proposing action. This half 
term they have been fundraising. School reps  
collected money for Poppies and decided school 
should do a minute’s silence. They raised £165 
for the Royal British Legion. We supported 
Children in Need and have raised a whopping 
£185.83! This was achieved by reps making 
posters, choosing to have a Dress Down Day  
Friday, handing out biscuits to decorate and 
Squirrel Class having an amazing cake stall. 
We have worked with Caron the cook to make 
changes to our school menu and shared ideas 
for the Christmas menu. Harry our School rep 
from Rabbit Class shared how he feels about  
being part of Student Council. "I like meeting 
other students, being kind and doing ideas. I feel 
my ideas are listened to". Said Harry. 

Merry Christmas from all the students on the 
School Council and a Happy New Year!

POPPY APPEAL
We raised over £165 for the 
British Legion Poppy Appeal!

We raised £185.83 for  
Children in Need!

Students had a dress down 
day or wore Pudsey outfits, 

everyone looked great.

Well done to  
Squirrel Class  

with their cake sale  
and raising

£60.58



Mrs. O'Reilly
Dear Parents and Carers, what 
a term this has been! It only 
seems two minutes ago since our  
children came back in September 
and now Christmas is almost  
upon us! I am sure you have  
enjoyed reading about all of the 
exciting things our classes have 
been up to this half term as much 
as I have. Our children and staff 
have been working so hard. I have 
been delighted to see everyone 
giving their all and going from 
strength-to-strength. 

I am always extremely proud of 
our amazing students, but never 
more so than during our Act of 
Remembrance in November. Each 
class approached the subject in  
a way that was meaningful and 
appropriate to the children in 
that group. Our older children 
took part in an outdoor Act of  
Remembrance in our school 
grounds, embracing the event 
with the dignity and respect it  
deserved. 

I have also been very lucky to see 
the exceptional work that our  
Student Council have been  
doing this term. I am struck by 
the maturity and proactiveness of  
the Council - they set their 
own agenda for each meeting,  
deciding what issues they want 
to discuss and then each meeting 
is led very capably by Year 9 
Chairperson, Zoe and minuted by 
Joella and Lucy. All classes are 
represented in the council, it is 
quite something to see how the 
youngest members have been  
encouraged by our older students 
to grow in confidence and make 

a real difference to the life of the 
school. The Council have made a 
super start this term, I can't wait 
to see how they progress in the 
New Year. 

Although we may not have had the 
opportunities to do some of the 
traditional Christmas activities 
and performances in the usual 
way, our dedicated team have 
been doing all they can to ensure 
that Christmas remains an  
exciting and special time in school. 
You will have no doubt seen our 
beautiful tree donated by a parent 
via Premier Flowers. The children 
have enjoyed making decorations 
and trimming the tree. There  
were lots of happy smiles (and 
terrible cracker jokes!) last 
week as every class enjoyed 
Christmas dinner in their  
classrooms - what a wonderful 
array of Christmas jumpers 
there were too! I have seen a few 
sneaky peeks of the wonderful 
songs and  performances that 
classes are preparing to share 
with you over Bloomz this week - it  
certainly will never match up to 
seeing the performances live - 
but I can guarantee that you  
will be in for a treat, and may-
be a tear or two! We are very  
privileged to work with your  
amazing children! 

I wish you all a restful and joyful 
festive season and look forward to 
a bright new year ahead. 

Mrs Michelle O’Reilly
Head of School

This term has once again  
proven difficult although thank-
fully under the leadership of  
Martin and the senior leadership 
team we have continued to  
maintain a strong educational 
programme and the governor's 
appreciate the support of all 
the staff, parents and students  
in continuing to develop the  
Academy going forward. 

From a personal perspective the 
highlight for me has been the  
effort made by the students 
around Remembrance Day 
and the Poppy Appeal with the  
Academy raising almost £500 
through Naomi and friends  
doing the Poppy Run, the  
Student Council collecting  
monies and Lucy raising £100 
herself. A special mention to  
Raven Class for their brilliant 
pictures and to Lucy, both of who 
received a presentation for their 
efforts. 

Well done everybody and a very 
Happy Christmas and New Year 
to all of the Academy Governors.

Gordon Neale OBE
Chair of Trustees





Y O U R  T E X T  H E R E
Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has 

been the industry's standard dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an unknown printer took 

a galley of type and scrambled it to make a type specimen book.
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