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Mouse Class have been SUPERSTARS settling into Cedars School. They have loved  
exploring their classroom and all of the different rooms in our school. We cannot wait 
to see what fun we get up to this year! 

This first half term has flown over but we have learned so much about each  
other already. During our topic 'All About Me' we found out about each other’s  
families, discovered the toys we like to play with and foods we like to eat. We have 
shared stories, Owl Babies was our favourite, learned to work together and engaged 
in lots of exciting activities.

Bat Class have made a fantastic start to 
the year! Our overarching theme has been  
‘All about Me’ and we have shared the  
places and the people that are most  
important to us. We have explored places  
by focusing on our children’s interests, 
which is trains, so we had lots of role play 
opportunities to encourage the children to 
talk about their favourite places and how 
they get there. 

The children have loved the stories we  
have used to guide our theme, including 
‘The Train Ride’, ‘The Ghost Train’, 'We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt’ and ‘Guess How 
Much I love you!’.

The children have made their own tickets 
to go to the beach (which was a popular  
favourite location!) and created imagina-
tive train tracks using a range of resources. 
They have made trains using junk  
modelling and painting. This created lots 
of communication opportunities and the  
children have enjoyed learning new signs 

linked with their topic. We have included 
lots of sensory opportunities linked with 
Phonics and numbers which have appealed 
to everyone.

 We have been singing lots of new songs and 
exploring ways we can introduce sound to 
accompany us with percussion instruments. 
We have learnt lots of songs to help us  
learn new vocabulary linked with our  
topic as well as songs which help us with our 
routines. The children have really enjoyed 
our first half term, particularly as many are 
new to the school, we have loved the new 
Creative Arts 
Suite with 
the Sensory 
Room and 
Soft Play. 
The children 
cannot wait 
for Tuesday 
swimming! 
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This half term Hedgehog Class topic has been ‘All About Me’. The  
children have been learning the names of their new teachers and  
peers in class. They have spent time exploring their new classroom  
areas, inside and outside. The children particularly love the new  
swing, water tray, dolls house, Mr. Potato Head and home corner. 

The children have had lots of fun in the sensory room, listening to songs 
and watching bubbles, soft play and listening to interactive stories in 
the immersion room in our new therapy centre.

Hedgehog Class have been listening to the story ‘Peace at last and 
Owl babies'. The children have had lots of fun learning new vocabulary, 
making masks, sequencing pictures and matching characters out of 
the book.

The children have been doing lots of counting and recognising  
sequencing and practising writing their numbers. We have been  
looking at patterns and singing lots of colour songs to help our  
repeating patterns.

Outside the children have been engrossed in the leaves falling from the 
trees, so we have listening to the story 'Leaf Man', the children have 
created their own leaf robots, leaf cats and many more. The children 
have been looking at the different coloured leaves, conkers, pine cones, 
sticks and created their own autumn soup.
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We began this half term learning about the animals our class is named after,  
the squirrel. We started by looking at their favourite foods and used this information to 
make our very own feeders and hung them in the secret garden. 

We were really happy to see they had been eaten and we actually saw a squirrel 
running on the fence!!! We are yet to get a photo of it but we will keep trying! We have 
also worked together to make an amazing squirrel picture to go on out classroom wall.



Otter Class have had a 
great start to the year. We 
have enjoyed making  new 
friends and we have had 
lots of fun together. 

We have enjoyed lots of  
different stories in  
English, completing some 
excellent work describing 
characters and creating our 

own characters. We have considered how the characters 
were feeling and if we have had similar feelings. In  
Maths we have done lots of number work, including some 
impressive counting back from 100! We have used a range 
of different math equipment to support our number work.

We have been learning about animals and humans in  
Science. We loved finding out about different animals and 
we had great fun drawing around each other as we lay on 
the floor and then correctly labelling the body parts. 

We have also been learning about where we live and  
what makes it special. We have talked about our favourite 
places to visit. We have found out about some countries 

around the world that we’d love to visit too. We’ve created 
delicious dishes from countries such as Italy and Africa. 
The pizza was scrumptious! 

We’ve dressed up in RE lessons, taking part in role play 
weddings and christenings as we’ve found out about dif-
ferent special occasions.

We’ve been very creative, painting some marvellous  
pictures inspired by Picasso and taking part in singing  
and signing our favourite Makaton songs. We’ve loved  
getting active in PE! 

Finally we are thoroughly enjoying our new soft play area 
and immersion room.

We are so happy to be back in a new school year in Rabbit Class. 
We are all very excited to be in an upstairs classroom with friends, 
old and new. As Rabbit Class, our class puppet has helped when 
we have been looking at identifying rabbit features and how  
to care for a rabbit. This included where they live, what they eat 
and how to care for them. One day, magically, our puppet came to 
life and a real-life rabbit was in our classroom! We had to use all 
our skills to look after it for the day. It was so much fun! Some of 
us even helped clean up after it. 

We have loved visiting our new Therapy Centre and exploring the 
fantastic facilities it has to offer to aid with sensory integration. 
We have also thoroughly enjoyed using the hydro pool facilities for 
sensory integration too.
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Badger Class has settled really well 
into the new school year and have been 
working well across all areas of the  
curriculum, trying their best and  
making everyone proud of them. 

Our topic is ‘Marvellous Me’ 
and we have read lots of stories 
linked to what makes us all 
the wonderful and unique individuals. 

We have looked at different personalities, interests, skills 
and talents and have joined in with many different activities to 
showcase these! Our science has been focusing on animals and 
we have looked at the different groups animals belong to and  
why; then linked this back to ourselves to talk about what our  
favourite animal is. 

Badger Class are really enjoying accessing the new facilities our 
school has to offer, we look forward to our sessions every week 
in the Creative Arts studio, the immersion room and the soft play. 
It’s really great to be able to access food technology again and we 
are growing more independent and safe in the kitchen. We put 
our baking skills to great use when we welcomed Badger Class  
parents in a coffee afternoon at in end of September. It’s been a 
great start to the term for all of our Badgers. Well Done Everyone!

Fox Class have had a wonderful first half term! The children have all settled 
back into school well with their new friends and staff. We have enjoyed our 
topic, 'We’re all different, we’re all amazing!’ 

We were all extremely impressed with the new therapy centre and have loved 
accessing sensory play and the immersion room. It really has enabled us to 
immerse ourselves into our learning. 

We have enjoyed working on our independence and preparation for adult skills 
and have all enjoyed food technology sessions. We have made biscuits, pizzas 
and pasta salad. We have been learning all about humans, including animals 
and have a great understanding of what we all need in order to be healthy.

We have particularly enjoyed art this half term. We have explored different artist’s work, such as Picasso 
and Andy Warhol and used this to inspire our own art work.

We have had so much fun and are all looking forward to what the next half term in store! 
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Goldfinch Class have had a positive start to the  
new school year, they have all settled well within 
the class getting to know new staff and children 
whilst developing friendships with previous class 
members. The children have enjoyed being able to 
return to Gateshead Leisure Centre for swimming 
lessons. They have also liked exploring during 
sensory play,  immersion room interactive games, 
playing musical instruments and doing six bricks 
during creative arts sessions.

During our topic ‘Our Global Family’ topic we  
decided to look at recipes from around the world. 
The children expressed an interest in making  
pizza wraps from Italy. They enjoyed making  
them and especially eating them at the end.  
They focused on their independence skills whilst 
recognising the importance of good hygiene and 
potential dangers in the kitchen.

This half term in Robin Class we have 
been very busy preparing and cooking 
some tasty meals. This helped us to  
develop essential skills such as cleaning, 
cutting and chopping. We have already 
made fruit salad, Asian wraps and  
Mexican chilli with rice and have plans 
to keep travelling around the world  
creating dishes from the different  
continents. Some of the students who 

were reluctant to sample their dishes gave them a try and enjoyed 
them so much that they now have those meals at home.

In Science, we have been studying the human body. So far we have 
found out all about the muscular and skeletal system and learned 
some of the major organs and what they do. We have our resident 
skeleton, Ernie to help us and we have really enjoyed singing songs 
about bones and thinking about the different ways we use our joints 
when we dance!
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Starling Class have had an incredible start to life 
in Year 7 at Cedars. We have had lots of new faces, 
with the group getting to know each other through 
all sorts of games and activities. We really feel like 
a team now!

One area that our Starlings always impress us  
imagination and building! We’ve begun to think 
about our future dreams and goals, using Lego and 
blocks to model what we hope to do and achieve. We 
have budding engineers, mechanics, sport coaches 
and plenty of others who have no idea….yet! We look 
forward to exploring ideas this year. 

One special achievement to add – our amazing 
Freya loves all things horses and rides fortnightly 
at Morpeth RDA. At the end of September she  
competed virtually in the world’s biggest  
competition for riders with disabilities… and WON! 
This makes Freya a National champion and shows 
us all just what we can achieve with dedication and 
effort. Well Done Freya!

What an amazing start to the new school year. We have had fun learning about 
a range of countries as part of our topic on ‘Our Global Family’. We have tasted 
a range of food from France, learned about Australian art and more recently 
got hands on with clay to create our own Mexican pots.

In the Immersion Room we set the scene and read a chapter from our class 
novel ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ to encourage the students to feel that they too 
were on a stranded island.
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Since returning to Cedars in September, Kingfisher 
Class have focused on Preparing for Adulthood.
  
This has only improved our skills but we have also 
really enjoyed bonding with each other and helping 
each other with tricky skills we do around the house.
We have looked at making the bed, comparing  
different techniques between us and deciding which 
we found was the easiest way to do it (we found it was 
turning the bedding inside out and shaking it until 
our arms were tired…. It was a lot of fun!) 

We then turned our hands to the kitchen and have 
really enjoyed making tea, coffee and toast. We 
then progressed on to making 'things on toast', this  
included fried egg on toast, scrambled eggs on toast, 
spaghetti on toast and cheese on toast - our favourite 
part was definitely eating it!

Our lovely Raven Class have settled in really well to  
the new class. We have enjoyed many aspects of this 
term but have particularly enjoyed food technology. 

Our topic this term is ‘Our Global Family’, so each week 
have been looking at our interests, and learning about a 

different country and their food. So far we have made Japanese noodles, pizza and fajita pasta. We 
also made some delicious sweet treats for our parents and carers when they came to visit for a 
coffee afternoon. We all had a wonderful time! We can’t wait to make more food next half term. We 
love learning new things!
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This half term the Eagles have really enjoyed setting  
into new class and getting to know one another. They have 
learned a lot about refugees and migration, told through the story  
'The Boy at theBack of the Class' by Onjali Q.Rauf. As a class we 
have found that this book’s greatest strength is how it conveys the 
emotive nature of its main theme (the refugee crisis) in a way that 
opens up conversations for our class. 

Eagle Class have thoroughly enjoyed reading ‘The Boy At The 
Back of The Class’. It is such a well-written book that we found  
ourselves wanting to keep reading beyond lesson times. It has  
opened up a dialogue that we, as a class, feel we need to be having 
with not  just young people but as a nation. We would highly  
recommend reading this book! 
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This half term we have been learning about how 
to behave on public transport. We have done  
lots of role play, visited the immersion room  
and are looking forward to going out on Friday  
on the bus, metro and ferry to put into practice 
what we have learned!

By Zak, Owl Class 



Over the summer holidays, Cedars Academy worked with the Gateshead  
Neighbourhood Team to deliver a six week programme across both School  
and College. Each scheme ran for 3 days a week.  30 Cedars staff  
(and 4 volunteers) delivered to 88 student places. The Academy received  
funding from the GTN Team that covered the entire cost of the schemes. 
The schemes were a great success!!!

CEDARS SUMMER
SCHEMES

Our Chairperson Zoe helped pupils by making an  
informative video explaining the role of being part of 
the Student Council. This week we have met with all 
our Student Council representatives who can’t wait to 
get started in next week’s meeting! Lucy and Joella 
have volunteered to record the minutes and make 
sure the website is up to date.  “It will be really good 
because we will be able to take the notes and write 
the agenda. We are really looking forward to be part 
of the Student Council and we’re really excited,” 
said Lucy. Mouse, Bat and Hedgehog will be having  
appropriate meetings in circle time so their views are 
included. Have a lovely half-term!

CEDARS CHARITABLE TRUST'S
ANNUAL GOLF DAY
On the day, the winning team were one of the 
sponsors of CCF.   

We raised over £600 on the day and I 
would like to thank all who attended and all of 
the many companies who donated prizes.  
Next year will be Bigger and Better!!!



Our students have been using the Therapy Centre to help  regulate 
their own behaviour and emotions. 

They have had sessions in the Sensory Room, Soft Play, Immersion 
Room and Creative Arts Room. 

The Sensory Room has been a great space for encouraging  
students to pause. The bubble tube, and the range of textures  
and turning toys has helped captivate their interests, distracting 
them and having a calming affect.
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“The Soft Play is all of our children’s 
favourite place! It is great to see them 

enjoying themselves, engaging and 
sharing interests with each other. 
It’s a perfect opportunity for those 

early social skills to develop!’ 
Bat Class, October 2021
“

“All of our children have loved the  
Immersion room, however our non-verbal 
children particularly so. During our time in 
here, they were significantly more vocal than 
usual, making a range of different noises and 
were delighted at the interactive capabilities 
of lights and images!’ 
Mouse Class, October 2021

“



Merry Christmas

Mrs. O'Reilly
Welcome back to another busy 
school year! Seeing our children 
and young people being able to 
move round school in a more  
normal way after the last  
18 months and return to playing 
and socialising together has 
been fantastic.   We have enjoyed  
getting to know all of our new  
students who join us from  
schools and nurseries around 
Gateshead. Everyone has settled 
in so well and  are  feeling very 
much part of the Cedars family!

In this edition of the newsletter 
you will see that our teaching 
teams and students have  
been immensely busy already,   
relishing  their  exciting  new  
topics and preparing for all the 
new learning ahead throughout 
the year.   They have also had  
so much fun trying out the  
wonderful new facilities in the 
Therapy Centre!

I have been delighted to see how 
many after-school clubs are on 
offer. Our dedicated staff  are  
providing a range of super  
experiences for all of our  
students.   It has been lovely to 
hear the excited giggles and see 
the smiling faces of the youngest 

children exploring messy play or 
the sensory environment and to 
see our oldest students joining in 
with social and sporting activities 
once again.   If your child would 
like to take part in any of our 
clubs, let their class team know.

The first half term has flown  
over, the nights are drawing  
in and the  autumnal chill  has us 
reaching for those warm winter 
woollies.  We have a half term of 
celebrations to look forward to 
with Halloween, Bonfire Night,  
Diwali, Children in Need 
and Christmas all on the horizon! 
I am sure we are going to see  
lots of wonderful work and  
photographs of our students  
enjoying a whole range of  
exciting learning experiences;  
and of course we will have our  
wonderful Christmas perfor-
mances, Family Christmas Party 
and Christmas Fair to look  
forward to.

Have a wonderful half-term   
everyone, make sure you get 
plenty of rest, because you’ve got 
a very busy term coming up! 

Mrs Michelle O’Reilly
Head of School

I’m Pam Finn. I'm your link  
Governor for Emotional, Health 
and Wellbeing. My role as a  
Governor means I get to hear 
about some of the achievements 
that happen across Cedars Trust.

I know it has been challenging 
over the past year but it has been 
inspiring to see those involved in 
the trust to come together as a 
community to move forward and 
embrace how the world around 
us is changing.

Our the summer, clubs were 
held. Seeing how popular theses 
have been and hearing the feed-
back from those who attended is  
fantastic. Thank you to all who 
were involved to allow these 
groups to happen.
 
Finally, as we move away from 
Covid restrictions, I hope we, as a 
whole governing body, will begin 
to see you all again.

I became a Governor to be part of 
the community at Cedars and as a 
result I am really looking forward 
to visiting the school and college 
and getting to know you all better. 

SAT 27 NOV  Cedars Academy Christmas Fair
 @ Cedars School, Ivy Lane, Gateshead
SAT 4 DEC  Cedars Academy Christmas Party
 @ Ravensworth Golf Club,  Long Bank, Gateshead

Cedars Christmas Events

Pam Finn
Governor - Emotional, 
Health & Wellbeing

Pam
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